VAILIMA-1891-94

generous friend to every man and woman among
them, told them quite plainly whenever he disagreed
with them or disapproved of their line of conduct, and
was a most stimulating and liberal influence on their
work. It is almost invidious to single out names, but
the Rev. W. E. Clarke and his wife were his closest and
most thorough-going friends among the residents.
Outside Samoa, the Rev. George Brown, the Rev. F. E.
Lawes of Savage Island, and the Rev. F. Damon of
Honolulu held high places in his affection and regard ;
but for Mr. Chalmers,1 "Tamate" of New Guinea, he
felt a kind of hero-worship, a greater admiration prob-
ably than he felt for any man of modern times except
Charles Gordon.

His appreciation of the Mission he showed not only
by giving his influence and his money, but also by
offering his services to take a Bible-class of young half-
caste lads on Sunday afternoons. Nothing was more
irksome to him than a periodical engagement. The
boys, it is gathered, were quite impenetrable, and the
process was that of cutting blocks with a razor; but for
several months Stevenson held firmly to his under-
taking, and in the end it was dropped only from some
urgent external cause, and never resumed.

With the Catholics Stevenson was on equally pleasant
but quite different terms. His interest in Molokai,
even apart from Father Damien, always made his heart
warm towards the priests and Catholic sisters; the acci-
dental circumstance that all his best boys at Vailima

i The Rev. Dr. James Chalmers was killed at the Aird River in New
Guinea, in April, 1901, as he was endeavouring to make peace between
the natives who were engaged in a tribal war.Barrie
